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Master Plan for the Regeneration of the Knocknaheeny District, Cork

"When a housing estate is labelled as a problem, its name can take on
mythical proportions when used as a metaphor in the mass media
making not only the estate, but the built form a symbol of social threat
and instability”, (Van Kempen 19394)

Background to the Masterplan Study

The neghbourhood district of Knocknaheeny & an isolated hill top site
approximately 1,2-km from the city centre. This residential nesghbourhocd was
ereated in the 1970s 1o deal with wgent housing problems and the estate was
locsely planned on the ‘Radburn principle”. The anea has no faclbes of
armenilbes and p-‘.ﬂflv sarvnd by the town’s existing mfrastructure and publc
ransport. The howsing stock ~ 847 dwedings with 3 population of 3012 in the
Knocknasheeny neighbourhood — 5 made up of uniform family houses wath
gardens front and back. The area is described as & “problem area’, these being
principally sooo-economic, and the population 5 relatively wunerable and
marginaized from the economic success of Cork and Irefland 35 3 whole

Ihe built density is edtremaly low, approamately 11% of the land area, the
urban ticsue s distended. which is compaundad by the low rise nature of the
gstate and the abundance of ill-defined windSwept ppen spaces There are no
comavial meeting places and there is ne centne 10 the anea. The road system i

confused and charactetised by a saries of cul de sacs and dosed-off roads, which
are the resuft of maplaced securnty measures, and the entire area 5 Dound Ly an
pntremely wide peripheral road These faclors have combined 1o further
marginalize and olate the estare from the aty and from its individual ansas
within

Cork City Council bagan a sefies of refurbishments in 1997 10 improve the
Knocknaheeny housing siock and engaged Cork-based Wan Mosrehead
Architects, it became endent that an in-depth study into the area was essenbial
in arder to treal the problems of urban quakty and social deprivation together
WMA together with French planners and urban designers Frapolh Green Chartin
were tubsaquanthy appointed o estoblsh a master plan for the whole area

The aim of the plan was 1o bnng the North West sector back into the

mainstrearn flow of Cork.




ENDCKNAHEENY DISTRICT '

Thie process was carnied oul in three phases:

Phase 1 Research and sunvey of the general character of the north-west
sector of the city.

Phase 2 Neighbourhood project, including a publc consultabon and
particpation of residents, the production of three urban scenanos, which
addressad the main planning decmions to be made by the corporation

Phase 3 After validation and choice of the major planning elemants, the
master plan document was establshed. The document fixed the type, scale
and position of land uses {residential, commercal, industnal, lesure and
community); the road hierarchy and modifications necessary fo the exatmg
road systerm; the size and location of open spaces; the scale and density of
new building; and the areas to be deared. It abo provided a cost and
phasing strategy of the implementation of the plan,

Photography: Gabeiele Morehead Photograghy

54 ARCHITECTURE 203

5t Joseph's park

protected

Public orent QUONSE, DeCEETOnN el loofpatng

ER 2. Geen oo pubic plonted Qe
e rocl, widih 72 mjses osfal)

- 3. Wooded grea utan (o

4. [Sodl Gpe-dn IreQl DA
Dy onda

L2

Tha nelghboorhood of Knocknahesny in nosth-west Cork
Las

Propased reforblshment and new bulld n Keocknabesny

5. Privare QOROEng

B ¢ ouokc porionas
OoeEn ponied areds

- 7. spars fieids



