Niall Toner visits
a one-off project
in Co Cork — one
of the final homes
made at Griffner
Coillte’s factory

at Mullingar

ben John Morehead
toak on the job of
designing David Pear-
s home in Rockhes.
bown, Lo Cork, he
pratadly didn't real-
wie that housebnild-
efs would not be
busdldinyg them like that any more — ot
I Irelumd, anywey.

Pearsen's henoch-buille hewrer s gme
o the kst fo come ofl the Goifnes

Cofllie sssembly line at the Anstrian-
Irish company’s Bactory in Mullingar,
Co Westmeath, before production of
timbser -[ramed prefabricated buildings
ceased theve in 007,

Mone's the pity. The clros 1 820-sg-ft
e coaldl eanily prablicity mate-
rial for the manulscturing F.ldhl'r it
were still [n business. Prarsan’s eye-
catching mwo-storey new-build has
already come to the srenthon of the
architectural press, featuring in this
years Ml Yotur Qv Monsse and otme
anrual magazine, which has just hit
the ahiebees,

And ir deesn’t jus leak good — it
comes with an A3 energy rating. mak-
‘ﬁ‘mﬁﬂmwwbﬂnhum

biving spaces. The owrner @ys he
has harely bad to tum on the heating
since moving in, even in the recent
weather and dﬂgltv the fact :hu the
hiase is on lrdumrftquod

Situated about 18 miz e deive e
Cotk city cenive, the bouse is builk
o k] acfjoineing thak of the Capuchin
Franciscan . Pearson hired
Marehead, off Cork-based firm Wain
Morchead Architects, which has
'Illu'hd on ndustris] and serioy

in Frefamd, a 25 im R
France, in addition 1o residential

ane-offs.

Morehead bas long beld an interest
in mustrinable architectume and energy-
elficient building, and s ethustastic
sbout prefabricated buildings. In his
own Cork home, he built o prefab first.
Ieor extension a rumber of years ago,

*It was amazing seeing it go on,” be
says, 11 just st right down on the ring
beams like 3 shoshax, And beciese of
the way the timber frame was build, §
.l'.'lﬂ“lll' dried out the conorete struc-
ture endermeathy, 11 was like pulting &
poultics on the boilding.”

I fact, Morehead's firm has now
bernched out into the business of daing
dummst}m for existing 'h.ljln!lrlp 15}
lmgprosve iheix enengy officiency,

Since designing Pearson’s house,
Morchead has completed amother one
off Cork praject that he hopes will
achheve cither an A2 o Al epergy-elli
clency rasing. Ir's mnother Griffmer -l

10 home ' ECO PROPERTY

They don’t make 'em

A wiewe of the patic and garden

biouse, bt this tirme it has been shipped
over o Ircland from GriffnerHaes's
factory in Austria
“We were down at the site yester-
|I.1. . |.l'|'.| Moqehend, “and we were
n shinslesves while it was
Igrmmﬂ.rh'lhhmuepmthx
4 0 [Etmes of waer at 60 from
iz combination of geot anadl sanlar
e e
Pearsan’e brief was simple encugh.
llrunlmpld:r!rl.ndmmdl]w
squce that connected well o the pot-
:z.'lrﬂlh.ll had wiat lse called & *tree
flow” inside. He wanted a mix of hard
and silt Lindscaping, induding water
features. He aleo wanted a3 moderm
home based an sistainable principles,
having lived ina pericd hame before.
*Iwnanted a howse that wis both com-
!I'w!:l.bhlndnly b s and that oould
incosporade & many. Fustainable fe
e i possible within my bodget,” he
says. *[ didn't want aoy part of the

“HE WAS IMPRESSED
WITH THE IDEA

OF LIVING IN

A BUILDING THAT
DID NOT HAVE

‘AN DUNCE OF
CONCRETE' ABOVE
GROUND LEVEL™

house b be closed off and 1 wanted 10
maximise the sense of space. 1 had
come from 3 very large pm'ltm' ol
didn’t warst a very big house either.”

The budpet was £500,000, Tor thai,
Pearson wansed thinee bedrooms and an
open-plan living area to creats ap
impression of space withoot having &
house that was too big. His main living
rooin i open B0 the diming room bt sep-
arated from the kitchen bf.d'luﬂln;
wall. This s overloaked by a gallery,
which serves as both a library and a
haoime affice area.

The site had a stone wall boundary

and a slight incdioe. Pearson il
I:mr-d.l.rr

mn}ﬂmllmlheruﬁbnu

I‘mmrhmhn; adjpining peopet
1¥. An existing stand of matre e
was retained b enhanoe the home's foel-
img of privacy.

The gatlery and living area

Marchead had already designed o
Gritfmer Coillte bench-built howse for o
peeviots client and Peamon knew some
e who ved ina imber-framed howse
in Framce, He was bmpressed with the
Idea of liwing in a building that did mes
have “an ounce of concrete™ above
Eronind bevel.

The hessse’s exterior good losks have
been achbeved by uséng o umn:ny:
pitch ool desdign ansd an o i
mix of thmber cladding and newstral
render. The roof is 2f

There are windows well above eye-
ml?;m;mm“hhf::ﬂ :b:-duw [

il utiSly ancas
There are sbic small windows to lrrhe cast
to capehare the moming ssn. The south
facing Facade, however, is o differen
stary. Most of this side of the btilding
ha bewn glased 1o h'l.unml.u: the proper.
ty's solar-energy elficency

High-level pections of I!hr windowa
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cam be epened to help provide cooling
wendilation in the simmer.

Afer 0 was desd , Pearson’s
howie was cut out camatracted on
benches im the Mullingar lsctosy and
trunapested tathe site o Rathed thacks.
There, it was erected on & concrete slab
thuat b alsesdy been Laid by the main
COnErmctor,

Al gl of the bome’s interior fin
ishes weee made In the factary, with
just the hitchen and the hathrooms
designed and fiteed separately.

Inside, clean limes are the coder of Lhe
day, Thee iitchoen bs alf muted grey, stain-
less mtoe] anad white maable snd the bath
rooms have 8 modern green and white
motil

Where old heating techinology meets
new, the garden his a laige panel of
sobag tubes, whisch abeo acts as 3 shelter
h’nf-l‘rmh;ifwhummgmlbeup{n
fire. Anopen fireplace — notsomething

11.01.09 1

like this any more

what wiomld wiaally be endorsed by o <
em champions of energy efficlency
Was Pramsons one nostalgic congession
i traditicaalism,

The fireplace i in the main living
Tem. [t bl @ s2orage nook beside i for
logs and ihe L'himnlr!,' can be closed
when i1 12 pot in e, to prevent leat
loss. The property’s underfloor heating
s powered by gas, but Morehead sys it
wuiled caskly be comverted foa renewable
souirce of energy, such as grothermal.

Ry the thme Prarson and his family
moved imio thelr new  home, the

basd been planbed. Mocebead says
I lh-:rg.'umw m.:;hf:u-m Joading
approach to the desdgn of bs profects.

“Whem youa are building a house you
hawve i dathe ground works anyway, so
you may as well go the whale way. |
believe that the landscaping 8 very
mach part of the desdgn ol a house, 100.”

While Grifiner Cedlite is no longer
manubsoiuring in lreland, the firm has
retained its sales deparement here, Fabs
micatlon row takes place in Austria.

Despite the need 1o impon from
mainlund Europe, Manthesd says the
cosis of preflablcated structures have
not increxsed significantly. *1n many
ways i s better, becuise you sscd to
have 1o we bocal engimeesing for the
[plumnbing amd wiring and soforth. Mo
the thing i designed and pre-
engineened in the Istory.”

The downside of this, of coure,
is that once you've decided on the
design, there {8 no going hack. *1t does
mean you have to think abead,” wys
Morehead "I youwant asound system,
o whatewer, you must plan i
inadvanee”

w Wisin Morebead decherecra, 671 20
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